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Trees, and frequently just a lone tree, are a
favourite subject of Klimt, their richly suggestive
form evidently holding an enduring fascination
for him. When the painting is of a single tree, the
latter is not so much a particular, attention-
drawing feature, but rather the picrure’s com-
positional point of reference, the cynosure of
nuanced colour. These nuances are achieved by
the juxtaposition of differently tinted brush-
strokes, the latter supplying individual illumina-
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tion of green, blue or similar colour. The leaves
thus symbolised seem to glow with a light that is
more turbulent and agitated than that of the
blooming flowers in the foreground. The present
picture symbolically recreates the mutuality of
nature and light, recalling Klimt's earlier (albeit
very different) use of the tree as a symbol, that of
the “tree of life”. “Apple-tree I” is regarded to be
one of the artist’s most profoundly private and
meditative works.




